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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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1 .Applicant's election of Group I, claims 1-11 in the reply filed on April 12, 2007 is 
acknowledged. 

2.The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stockinger et al (col. 7, line 59 through col. 8, line 61) as characterized in the instant 
specification at page 14, lines 6-10 in view of the admitted prior art set forth in instant 
specification at page 2, line 22 through page 3, line 5 and British Patent 1,177,100 (see 
page 2, lines 5-7 and lines 95-96; also, at page 6, Example 7, Test 7 teaches Mn- 
citrate). 

The primary reference discloses making contact lenses using a prepolymer containing 
the instant polyoxyalkylene radical (see passage bridging columns 7 and 8 and equation 
7 therein) copolymerized with urethane polymers to yield polyurethanes and polyureas 
as characterized by applicant at instant page 14, lines 6-10. The primary reference 
essentially lacks the aspect of the particular stabilizer used. However, the instant 
specification (see page 2, line 22 through page 3, line 5) teaches that polymeric 
compositions comprising polyoxyalkylene moieties are conventionally stabilized and 
British -100 teaches that a manganese salt of a tricarboxylic acid — ie, Mn-citrate — acts 
as a stabilizer to eliminate oxidative degradation of an aqueous solution containing PEG 
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in Example 7, Test 7 taught at page 6. Also, British -100 (page 2, lines 5-7) teaches 
that salts of organic acids would stabilize "homo- and copolymers of alkylene oxides 
and reaction products of alkylene oxides with... active hydrogen,,, by adding to them or 
their solutions" the manganese salts. It would have been obvious, based on the 
admitted prior art of instant page 2, line 22 through page 3, line 5, to incorporate the salt 
of a multi-acid as taught in British -100 to ensure that the polymer is not excessively 
degraded upon exposure to heat or oxygen. It is submitted that the salt would not be 
incorporated into the polymeric backbone, but distributed as set forth in instant claim 1 
and that it would have the instant reduction of detectable formic acid and other 
degradation products. See the Table at page 6 of British -100, wherein the inclusion of 
the citrate salt lowered the presence of formaldehyde to less than 1/78 of what it would 
have been without the inclusion of the salt. 

3.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on 571 272-1176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the. status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Vargot 
June 22, 2007 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1732 



